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NOTES AND NEWS 

To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and Sci- 
entific Methods 
Gentlemen: An old student of Professor Royce's has just finished 
reading his chapter on " Truth " in his " Philosophy of Loyalty." He 
hoped to get some light on Professor James's tentative definition of 
truth. He is still unable to understand human thought process except 
in the fashion of Professor James. 

The lower nervous centers are sensori-motor. An incoming stimulus 
touches off an outgoing response. It is supposed that when this sensory 
stimulation reaches the cortex it is accompanied by sensation. It is 
probable that where a conflict between sensori-motor processes takes 
place there arises some form of consciousness. The residua of sensory 
stimulations are the cortical substrate of imagery. With further de- 
velopment certain images come to represent possible conscious data. 
This is the nucleus of the thought process. 

Now the thing about which we at present are not at all agreed is the 
definition of the objects to which our thought processes refer. To some 
these objects are data of experience. To others they are realities outside 
our experience, but to which our ideas refer. Hence it would seem that 
before we can come to any understanding of the thought process we 
must attain to some clearness of vision on the nature of our objects of 
thought. How can we come to any agreement on the function and 
nature of thought before we shall have agreed on some definition of the 
objects of experience to which our thought processes refer? Thus if one 
agrees with Professor James's treatment of the perception of objects one 
has to agree with his discussion of thought unless one makes a distinction 
between psychological thought and metaphysical thought. 

Is it not possible to keep out of the discussion questions of ultimate 
reality and absolute truth, and work toward some understanding of the 
nature of the thought process and the reference of our ideas toward what 
we call objects? 

That there is a purpose controlling the world is a practically uni- 
versal religious conviction. But to inject these matters of faith into a 
technical scientific discussion of the nature of our human thought process 
would seem to be a confusion of points of view. Thus in Professor 
Royce's book on " Loyalty " we are told that to deny that we have abso- 
lute truth " is simply to say that the whole truth is that there is no 
whole truth"! Thus the humble investigator of the thought process is 
made to swallow a theological formula as the basis of his view of human 
knowledge! The scientific temper has nothing to do with this "whole 
truth." It is a theological assumption which springs out of the emotions 
and the will. This is all right in its place. But injected into a sci- 
entific analysis of the processes of human thought it can do only harm. 
Such expressions as, " We seek a city out of sight," and, " We get hints 
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of a higher unity," we can readily assent to as expressing our religious 
faith, but they do not in the least throw any light on the nature of 
human reasoning. 

The absolutists are forever affirming that ideas do more than lead 
to certain forms of experience. Perhaps they do. It is the business of 
the absolutists to point out precisely how they do copy reality outside our 
experience. It would be more effective to make the thing clear than to 
continue to assert that they do more than lead to certain experiences. 
James is sun-clear in his definition of truth. He may be wrong. But 
we have not been shown what more ideas can do. To predict new experi- 
ences on the basis of generalizations from the past is the only kind of 
reasoning that some of us can understand. We know what we mean 
when we say that ideas symbolize experiences. There may be another 
kind of knowledge which reveals the existence of atoms as realities inde- 
pendent of our experience or of God as Professor Royee's " higher unity " 
of individual experiences. But many of us take these realities on faith. 
We simply can not get any farther. Are not realists, spiritualistic and 
materialistic, assuming that we know what we do not know? Why 
should we profess to know what we do not know? Everybody believes 
that reality in some form, spiritual or material, exists independent of 
human experience. But how can we know its nature? If knowledge is 
a cross-section of experience, we can not. If knowledge is not a cross- 
section of experience, what is it? It is for the absolutists to tell. 

Very truly yours, 

J. D. Stoops. 
Iowa College, 

September 9, 1908. 



To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and Sci- 
entific Methods 
Gentlemen : I should like to call attention to an error in Professor 
Mast's review of my " The Animal Mind," which appeared in the Journal 
for August 13. I am quoted on page 469 as saying, " Attention, in its 
simpler form, seems to be met with even in the lowest living organisms; 
but it seems unlikely that attention in the final form, in which the 
focus of attention is occupied by an idea or train of ideas, occurs among 
lower animals." The first part of this sentence is not to be found in 
my book, and I should be unwilling to subscribe to it. A part of the 
concluding clause is also not mine. The sentence as I wrote it stands 
thus : " It seems unlikely that attention in this final form occurs among 
the lower animals." 

Very truly yours, 

Margaret Ploy Washburn. 
Vassab College, 

September 21, 1908. 



M. Henri Becquerel has bequeathed to the Paris Academy of Sciences 
the sum of 100,000 francs, in memory of his grandfather and father, who 



588 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

were, like himself, members of the academy. According to the bequest, 
to the academy is left the " responsibility of determining the best use 
which it can make of the interest on this capital, whether by creating an 
endowment or prize, or by distributing this income in a manner calculated 
to encourage the progress of science." 

Professor Charles H. Judd has been appointed dean of the school of 
education and head professor of the department of education in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. Professor Judd will remain at Yale during the cur- 
rent year, and take up his new duties at Chicago in June, 1909. 

Dr. Henry Jones, professor of moral philosophy in the University of 
Glasgow, is making a short visit in this country. During the week be- 
ginning October 5 he will lecture at Cornell, Columbia, Princeton, and 
Tale, sailing for Europe on the 10th. 

In writing to the Nation, under date of September 24, Professor 
George A. Coe states that " the report that I have accepted a chair in 
Union Theological Seminary is unauthorized and untrue." 

Professor Margaret Floy Washburn, of Vassar College, has been 
promoted from associate professor of philosophy to professor of psychology. 

Leipzig University will celebrate the five hundredth anniversary of its 
foundation in July of next year. 

The International Congress of Philosophy will hold its next meeting 
at Bologna, in 1912. 

Erratum. In Professor Urban's review of Professor Miinsterberg's 
" Philosophie der Werte," which appeared in the issue of the Journal for 
September 10, on page 527, seventh line from the end of the review, for 
" aware " read " unaware." 



